Obituary

Herbert J. T. Carpenter (1931-1998)

H. I. T. (Berxt) Carpenter died on 1998
Japuary 21 gt the age of 66 following many
years of ill-health.

Bert smdied mathematics and physics
at London University., and after a brief
flirtation as & professional photographer,
turmed to engineering snd became @ char-
tered enginesr, He evenrmally joined a local
engineering firm, and rose to the position of
Chief Desizgn Engineer, where for many

years he worked oo the automatic postal
System.

As 3 young man Bert had shown great
athletic prowess and hurdled for Cambridge
Harriers. He was also a skilled carpenter
and. aside from carrying ont many home
improvements, made s number of toys for
his children, which are stll being enjoved by
his grandchildren Typically, when his chil-
dren deveéloped an interest in playing mmsic,

Civic reception held to honour George Alcock

On 1988 March 24 a reception was held ar the Mayor's Parlour in the Town Hall,

Peterborough, for & E. D. Alcock MBE "in honour of his achievements and recognition of

his services to Astronomy'. George Alcock has been 3 member of the BAA since 1933 He
bas dizcovered 5 movae and 5 comets, and also discovered the outburst of the racurrent nova
ES Ophiuchi in 1985 Remarkably, all the discoveries were made with binoculars - in order

to recognise his novae, George has memorized some 30,000 stars in the Milky Way

The

photograph shows the presentation to George made by the Mayor, Clir Mrs Yvonne
Lowndes, at the reception, which was attended by Guy Hurst on behalf of the BAA and The

Asironomer.

Bert supported their school band He then
helped in the formation of a mew band,
initially formed from the pupils leaving the
school and eventnally became their WVice
President. Despite hic health problems, Bert
remained remarkably cheerful, even when
he was forced to give up many of the activ-
ities which had ziven him so much pleasure
oughour his life.

Fellowing 2 long interest in sstronomy,
Bert attendad evening classes in Carford in
the 1970: andjoined Crayford Manor Honse
Astronomical Society in 1980 and the BAA
the following year. He was also a8 member
of the Society for Popular Astronomy.
Bert's main asironomical interests were the
Moon and occultations, particularly grazing
occultations. Thizs inmterest was further
fostered when he took over the responsibil-
ity of Occultation Co-ordinzator at Crayford,
work for which he will be long remembered.

Grazing occultations had been popular at
Crayford during the late 1960s and early
1970s under the gnidance of Gordon Taylor.
btut when Gorden lefi interest dwindled for
a while. However, Hert soon changed this,
and organised expeditions all over the South
East of England with meticulous detail. This
involved producing a letter which was deliv-
ered to each honsehold (very often a remote
farmhounse) on which simple details of the
event were described. It also adwvized tharas

arty of amstenr astromomer: wounld be
descending on their area (quite possibly at
some very unsocial hour) to observe it In
addition, Bert always notified the local
constabulary and advised the local residents
of this fact az well All thiz came about
because on more than ene occasiem ob-
servers, who had thought themsslves safe
when serting up in a field, were visited by
the local fammer who thought they were
cattle mstlers!

Amongst his many other activites, Ben
also became the Imternational Occultation
Timing Association (IOTA)'s UK Graze
Coordinator and took on the task of compur-
mg and supplying grazing occultation pre-
dictions to UK observers about four years
ago. He was working on this year's pradic-
tons when he died. In recent wears he
attended the annual Enropean Symposia on
Crccunltation Projects and last year he was the
hard-working co-organiser of ESOP XV

It was Bert's wish, that if his body was of
any use, it should be offered to medical
science snd this has been the case. Bert's
main forte was in helping others and in this
he will be sadly missed.

He iz survived by his wife Sheila his son
Tom znd dzughrer Therese.
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